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Abstract: This article examines the intellectual potential of student youth as a key factor of social progress
in the context of implementing the Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy. The article analyzes the Strategy’s priority
areas related to creating favorable conditions for realizing human potential, reforming the education system,
and developing science, innovation, and youth policy. Particular attention is paid to the role of students in
shaping an innovative economy, improving the quality of human capital, and ensuring sustainable socio-
economic development of the country.
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NHTE/VIeKTYAJbHBIM NOTEHIUAJ CTYACHYECKON MOJIOAEKM
KakK (pakTop conuaJabHOro nporpecca B ceere Crpareruu
«Y30exkucrtan — 2030»

Ypoaosa Makcyna Xaouoyio Kusu,
CaMOCTOSTEIBLHBIN ucciienoBareinsr Haml'yY

AHHoTanusi: B 1aHHOI cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTCsl MHTEIUIEKTYaIbHBIN MOTEHIHAN CTYASHYECKON MOJIOAEKH
KaK KJII04eBOH (haKTOp COIMAILHOTO Mporpecca B KOHTeKcTe peanu3anuu Ctpareruu «Y3oekucran — 2030».
AHanu3upyOTCs IPUOPUTETHBIE HarlpaByieHus CTpaTeruu, CBsI3aHHbIe C CO3/1aHUEM JIOCTOMHBIX YCIOBUM NS
PaCKpBITHSL YEIIOBEYECKOro IMOTCHIMANa, pe)OPMUPOBAHUEM CHUCTEMBI OOpa30BaHUs, Pa3BUTHEM HAyKH,
WHHOBAIMKN 1 Monoa&xHOU nmomuTuku. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE YIENSETCs POJU CTy/eHYeCTBa B (DOPMUPOBAHHUH
WHHOBAIIMOHHOW YKOHOMHFKH, TIOBBIIICHUN KAaYeCTBA YEIIOBEUSCKOT0 KalUTana U 00eCIIeYeHHH YCTOWIHUBOTO
COLIMATIbHO-9)KOHOMUYECKOTO PAa3BUTHUS CTPAHBI.

KitoueBble cj10Ba: WHTEIIEKTYalbHBIM MOTEHIMAN, CTyJIEHYECKas MOJIOAEKb, COIHMANBHBIN Mporpecc,
Crparerus «Y306ekucran — 2030», 4denmoBedecKuil KamuTall, OOpa3OBaHHE, WHHOBAIMH, MOJOJIEKHAS
MTOJTUTHKA

The intellectual potential of student youth is a major driver of innovative development and a key factor
of social progress within the implementation of the Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy. In the era of global
digitalization and the transition to a knowledge-based economy, young specialists with a high level of
education and creative thinking are expected to ensure qualitative advancement in all spheres of social life.

Student youth occupy a special place in this system. Students are at the stage of transition from general
education to professional and scientific activity. During this period, worldview, professional values, research
abilities, and the civic position of the individual are formed. Young people are not only future specialists,
scientists, entrepreneurs, and public officials; they already participate in public life, scientific research, the
digital economy, entrepreneurship, and social projects.

It is significant that the first legislative act signed by Shavkat Mirziyoyev as President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan was the Law of September 14, 2016, “On State Youth Policy.” This indicates that both the
leadership and the government of the country recognize that the consistent implementation of state youth
policy in a country where more than half of the population is young, together with the upbringing of patriotic,
devoted, well-rounded, intellectually capable, purposeful, and energetic young people with a firm position in
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life, who care about the reforms being carried out in the country and are committed to its mocroitnoe future,
is an important factor in enabling Uzbekistan to take a worthy place among the world’s most developed states
[1]. Therefore, student youth should be regarded as a subject of contemporary social development.

For the Republic of Uzbekistan, the development of young people’s intellectual potential is of particular
importance. The Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy links the country’s further development with creating conditions
for realizing the potential of every individual, improving the quality of education, developing science, and
training highly qualified specialists [2]. This raises the research question of how the intellectual potential of
student youth is transformed from an individual capacity into a factor of social progress.

The concept of “intellectual potential” cannot be reduced solely to a person’s level of education or the
amount of knowledge acquired. An individual may possess a large amount of information but still be unable
to analyze it independently and use it to solve new problems. Therefore, intellectual potential should be
understood as a combination of knowledge, abilities, skills, and personal qualities that enable a person to think
independently, acquire new knowledge, generate ideas, and apply them to theoretical and practical tasks.

The Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy identifies five major priority areas, the first of which is “Creating
dignified conditions for realizing the potential of every individual.” Within this area, particular attention is
paid to reforms in the education system, the development of science and innovation, and state youth policy.
Key provisions of the Strategy directly related to the intellectual potential of young people include:

- improving the quality of education at all levels and ensuring its compliance with international standards;

- developing systems for identifying and supporting talented young people;

- increasing funding for science and stimulating scientific research and innovation;

- involving young people in scientific and innovative activities, intellectual competitions, and foreign-
language learning;

- developing modern professional training, including in high technologies, artificial intelligence, and digital
competencies;

- creating conditions for realizing the entrepreneurial potential of young people. Thus, the Strategy views the
development of intellectual potential not as a narrowly sectoral educational task, but as a systemic factor in
achieving social progress and sustainable economic growth.

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev presented the draft of the country’s first comprehensive strategy in the
field of youth policy, “Youth of New Uzbekistan —2030.” The document is aimed at strengthening the role of
youth and fully unlocking their potential in building New Uzbekistan. The Strategy covers key areas such as
youth employment and entrepreneurship support, the development of quality and inclusive education, the
promotion of foreign-language learning and vocational training, support for young families, and the
strengthening of the health, cultural, physical, and intellectual development of young people [3].

In the contemporary understanding, social progress includes not only growth in material well-being, but
also qualitative changes in the social structure, higher levels of education and culture, the development of civil
society, stronger social cohesion, and equal opportunities for self-realization.

In her article, Anna Nikolaecvna Rudenko notes that the student period is traditionally considered a
central stage in personal development and socialization, characterized by a wide range of interests in various
spheres of life. During this period, a person can achieve significant success in different fields, including
creativity, sports, research, public activity, and cultural work [4].

Student youth contribute to these processes in several ways:

First, through the accumulation and transmission of knowledge. Higher education prepares specialists
capable of implementing new technologies, increasing labor productivity, and ensuring the competitiveness
of the national economy.

Second, through innovation and scientific activity. Student participation in research projects, startups,
hackathons, and grant programs contributes to generating innovations and accelerating technological
modernization.

Third, through social activity and civic engagement. Students actively participate in volunteer
movements, public initiatives, and the digitalization of public administration, thereby strengthening social
capital.
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Fourth, through cultural and value-based influence. Intellectually developed young people contribute to
forming a modern worldview based on knowledge, critical thinking, and respect for national and universal
human values.

In the context of the Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy, these areas acquire particular importance because the
document directly links the realization of human potential with the achievement of the country’s strategic
development goals. The individual is at the center of this large-scale program, which is why reform of
education and upbringing is proclaimed the foundation of future achievements. An ambitious plan to expand
access to higher education is expected to reach half of the country’s youth. However, this is not simply a
quantitative target but a qualitative transformation: integration into the global scientific community through
partnerships with leading universities and the introduction of double-degree programs is intended to prepare
a generation capable of competing in the global marketplace of ideas. For the academic community, it is
especially significant that the Strategy envisages not only a twofold increase in support for researchers but
also systematic rejuvenation of science: by 2030, researchers under the age of 40 are expected to account for
60% [5].

Despite significant positive changes in Uzbekistan’s educational policy, a number of problems remain
that constrain the full realization of students’ intellectual potential:

- the practice-oriented focus of some educational programs;

- unequal access to quality education and research infrastructure across regions;

- limited mechanisms for commercializing student innovations;

- the need for further development of mentoring systems and research schools;

- insufficient integration of digital and artificial-intelligence competencies into mass professional training.

Prospects for addressing these problems are linked to the consistent implementation of the Uzbekistan—
2030 Strategy. Priority measures include:

- expanding programs to support talented youth and sending gifted students to leading foreign universities;

- increasing funding for fundamental and applied research involving students;

- developing university innovation ecosystems, technology parks, and business incubators;

- introducing modern educational technologies, including artificial intelligence, project-based learning, and
interdisciplinary programs;

- strengthening links between universities, the real sector of the economy, and employers;

- creating conditions for continuous competence development throughout professional life. Of particular
importance is forming in students not only professional knowledge but also a commitment to social
responsibility and readiness to apply their intellectual potential for the benefit of society.

The intellectual potential of student youth represents a strategic resource for the social progress of the
Republic of Uzbekistan. The Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy provides the necessary institutional and political
foundation for its purposeful development, linking education, science, innovation, and youth policy with the
goals of sustainable economic growth and improved quality of life. The President of the country has
emphasized that all initiatives and measures concerning youth should primarily serve the upbringing of an
educated, healthy, proactive, and patriotic young generation and ensure its 1ocToifHoe place in society [6].

Effective realization of students’ intellectual potential requires a comprehensive approach: improving
the content and methods of higher education, creating a favorable innovation environment, developing talent-
support systems, and fostering strong civic motivation among young people. Only through systematic work
in these areas will student youth be able to fully perform their role as a driving force of social progress and
make a substantial contribution to achieving the goals of the Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy.

Further research should focus on an empirical study of the level and structure of intellectual potential
among different categories of students, an assessment of the effectiveness of existing mechanisms for its
development, and the development of practical models for integrating student research and innovation into
the processes of the country’s socio-economic modernization.
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