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Abstract. This study examines the influence of Uzbek national traditions on the ethical and aesthetic
progress of society. By analyzing cultural practices such as communal cooperation (hashar), hospitality
(mehmondo’stlik), and traditional arts, the research highlights their role in shaping moral values, social
cohesion, and aesthetic sensibilities. Qualitative methods, including interviews and case studies, reveal that
these traditions foster collective responsibility, respect for heritage, and artistic expression. However,
globalization and urbanization pose challenges to their preservation. The findings emphasize the need to
integrate traditional values into modern frameworks to sustain societal development. This work contributes
to understanding cultural mechanisms in ethical-aesthetic education and offers insights for policymakers.
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Introduction. The preservation and adaptation of national traditions are critical to maintaining the
ethical and aesthetic fabric of societies, particularly in an era of rapid globalization. In Uzbekistan, a country
with a rich cultural legacy shaped by its Silk Road history, Islamic heritage, and Soviet-era influences, national
traditions serve as pillars of communal identity and moral guidance. This study explores how Uzbek traditions
contribute to ethical norms-such as honesty, respect, and collective responsibility-and aesthetic values
reflected in crafts, music, and rituals.

The relevance of this research lies in addressing the tension between cultural preservation and
modernization. As Uzbekistan undergoes socioeconomic transitions, younger generations increasingly
gravitate toward globalized lifestyles, risking the erosion of traditional practices. Understanding the role of
these traditions in ethical and aesthetic education is vital for fostering sustainable societal development.

The study aims to answer three questions:

1. How do Uzbek traditions shape ethical behavior and aesthetic appreciation?

2. What mechanisms ensure their transmission across generations?

3. How does globalization impact their relevance?

The hypothesis posits that national traditions are indispensable for ethical-aesthetic progress but
require adaptive strategies to remain impactful.

By combining ethnographic insights with sociological analysis, this research underscores the interplay
between culture and societal development, offering a model for other post-colonial nations grappling with
similar challenges.

Literature Review

Existing scholarship on Uzbek traditions has focused on their historical roots[1] and role in post-
Soviet identity formation [2]. Studies highlight practices like “hashar” (community labor) as tools for social
cohesion [3], while traditional arts such as “suzani” embroidery symbolize aesthetic heritage [4]. Ethical
frameworks tied to Islamic teachings, notably “adab” (etiquette), have also been explored [5].

However, gaps persist in understanding how these traditions collectively influence modern ethical-
aesthetic development. Previous works often isolate moral and artistic dimensions, neglecting their synergistic
effects. For instance, Ahmedov’s analysis of Uzbek proverbs emphasizes moral lessons but overlooks their
aesthetic delivery through oral storytelling[6]. Meanwhile, globalization’s impact is frequently framed as a
threat [7], without examining adaptive strategies.

This study bridges these gaps by adopting a holistic approach, examining traditions as integrated
ethical-aesthetic systems. It also introduces contemporary case studies, such as youth engagement in digital
reinterpretations of folklore, to assess resilience in the face of modernization.
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Methodology. A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining qualitative interviews,
participant observation, and document analysis. Data were collected across three regions (Samarkand,
Fergana, and Karakalpakstan) to capture geographic diversity. Semi-structured interviews with 150
participants (ages 18—70) focused on their perceptions of traditions, ethical values, and aesthetic practices.

Thematic analysis identified recurring patterns, such as the role of family rituals in moral education.
Case studies of traditional craftspeople and musicians provided insights into aesthetic transmission. To ensure
validity, triangulation was achieved by cross-referencing interview data with historical records and policy
documents.

The qualitative design was chosen to capture nuanced cultural contexts, though it limits
generalizability. Detailed methodology documentation ensures reproducibility.

Results

1. Ethical Influence: Traditions like “hashar” and “mehmondo’stlik” (hospitality) reinforce collective
ethics. 82% of interviewees linked community labor to values of cooperation and fairness.

2. Aesthetic Impact: Traditional arts (e.g., miniature painting, “shashmagqom” music) were cited by
68% as central to cultural pride and creativity.

3. Generational Transmission: Elders emphasized oral storytelling (75%), while youth engaged more
through digital platforms (e.g., TikTok videos of folk dances).

4. Globalization Effects: 60% of respondents under 30 viewed traditions as “symbolic” rather than
practical, citing urban migration and Western media influence.

Discussion. The findings align with Rasulova’s emphasis on communal ethics but challenge
Ahmedov’s narrow focus on oral narratives by highlighting multimedia adaptation. While traditions remain
foundational, their aesthetic forms are evolving - e.g., fusion music blending “dutar” with electronic beats.

Globalization’s dual role emerges: it threatens preservation but also enables innovative dissemination.
Limitations include sampling bias toward urban areas and self-reporting inaccuracies.

Conclusion. Uzbek traditions are vital for nurturing ethical integrity and aesthetic appreciation, yet
their sustainability hinges on adaptive integration into modern life. Future research should explore hybrid
models of cultural education and policy frameworks for heritage preservation. This study underscores the
universal relevance of cultural traditions in balancing progress and identity.
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