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Introduction 

Michel Montaigne, the greatest thinker of the european renaissance, a famous public and political 

figure, had a great influence on the development of literary-philosophical and linguocultural thought of his 

time and is rightly considered the last humanist of the renaissance and the first moralist of the new era. He 

was an encyclopaedist, an educated man who continued to develop the traditions of antiquity, taking into 

account a number of theoretical and cognitive problems, while emphasising that the cognitive process 

should serve both the achievement of reliable knowledge and the formation of human morality. 

Particular attention should be paid to the development of cultural and philosophical ideas during the 

renaissance, a special place in the development of scientific and philosophical thought is occupied by the 

16th century as the second stage of the new era. During this period, the centre of science shifted to France as 

the enlightenment movement spread widely in the late 16th and early 17th centuries. The French 

enlightenment is characterised by the following: 

1.  Has an international character; 

2.  He was on the side against feudalism; 

3.  Anti-religious, anti-clerical; 

4.  A firm believer in the power of science; 

5.  Looking to the future with optimism; 

 

Materials and Methods 

The French enlightenment was much more developed than the enlightenment in other countries 

(America, Germany, Russia, etc.). 

The great philosopher and humanist Michel Montaigne had his own place and views in the cultural 

development of 16th century France. 

At first glance, Montaigne's philosophy seems somewhat strange, unusual, and different from the 

ordinary; the thinker's thoughts on laws, morality, and religion are all interspersed with descriptions of the 

events of everyday life. Montaigne takes the reader into the innermost recesses of his heart, confides to him 

his pains and habits; he does not conceal faults, even those that might seem reprehensible. All this is done 

with appealing seriousness and a sense of responsibility. He doesn't care what people look like, he wants to 

be honest, encouraging others to preserve themselves and not outdo others, and he is the first to follow this 

rule. 

 

Results 

Montaigne himself considers the work "Experiments" mainly a philosophical work. He opposes the 

"accepted" philosophy, in the sense of philosophy relegated to the level of empty words, irrelevant to life, 

alien to the real problems of human morality, describing it as follows: "It is strange that philosophy in our 

time, even for thinking people, is only an empty word, meaning nothing; such philosophy finds no use and 

has no value in anyone's eyes or in practice. [1; P.204]. 
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In Book I, Chapter XIX of the Experiments, Montaigne ponders the idea that "man cannot judge 

whether he is happy until death" and in Chapter XX, "To think philosophically is to learn how to die" [2; 

P.704]. He is characterized by adherence to ancient worldview traditions: it is forbidden to assess the 

happiness of a person until death. Here the thinker turns to the stories of King Croesus, Agesilaus and 

others, referring to cases of brave and famous deaths. Montaigne takes a very philosophical approach to the 

question of death, when assessing the lives of others, he concludes that he always considers what his end is, 

and as such his greatest hope is that his life will end well enough, that is, quietly and unnoticed. From this 

point of view, Montaigne's thoughts on the subject of preparation for death harmonize with those of Plato 

and Cicero. As the author notes, the meaning and purpose of philosophy, in most cases, this science teaches 

people not to be afraid of approaching death. [3; P.76]. 

Montaigne, in the spirit of the ancient Stoics, generalizes the fact of waiting for death and connects it 

with freedom. If man is able to learn to die (not to fear death), then he has the ability to live freely. 

Although the author does not say so explicitly in his work, it is clear that there is an inner text, that 

is, in the text - what is called philosophy in the universities is an alien mask, a phenomenon that causes fear. 

To Montaigne, a man of the new humanist culture, scholastic philosophy seems empty, meaningless, 

insubstantial. A philosophy that is universally accepted and not subjected to an independent examination of 

ideas cannot claim to be true. The thinker believes that the original origins of rational philosophy are in 

classical antiquity. According to Montaigne, ancient philosophy is true because of the distinction between 

"thought and freedom", as a consequence of which "several schools were formed both in philosophy and in 

the humanities, and each man followed his own judgement and chose among them what he needed”. [4; P. 

297]. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Montaigne as a thinker was formed at the decline of the cultural movement called 

Renaissance humanism that was widespread in Europe. Montaigne was one of the first to get rid of medieval 

superstitions and their rotten clothes. The thinker has a sense of enjoyment of life, a heightened sensitivity to 

the pleasures and enjoyment that life is full of, and the wisdom of the ancient world brought him a ratio of 

proportions, a need for harmony, and an outlook of perception of the world. 

Montaigne suggests that man cannot hide from his "I" because he always acts within the framework 

of his accompanying vices and faults. From this point of view, the process of solitude, which represents the 

empty spatiality of the "I", cannot save the soul from evil, from the "characteristics of the crowd" ingrained 

in it, cannot save it from external inferiority, and deprives man of the pleasure of his immediate life activity. 

[5; P.176]. 

In conclusion, it can be said that Montaigne conducted research throughout his life on such issues as 

law, education, friendship, kindness to parents, freedom of conscience, and self-control. The importance of 

the thinker's legacy is that it is highly valued not only in France, but also as a unique intellectual property 

throughout the world. 
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