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Abstract

Newspaper corpora are invaluable tools for studying contemporary language, media discourse, and socio-
political trends. This article explores the methods used to create corpora from newspaper publications,
addressing challenges such as data volume, genre variation, and temporal shifts. It also highlights key
contributions by researchers like Tony McEnery, Ramesh Krishnamurthy, and Paul Baker, who have
developed influential newspaper corpora. Through these corpora, linguists and social scientists gain insights
into journalistic language, media framing, and linguistic change. This article outlines best practices for
building newspaper corpora and discusses their significance for both linguistic and computational research.
Keywords: newspaper corpus, media discourse, language change, corpus linguistics, journalistic style, data
collection, text analysis

Newspaper publications provide a rich and diverse source of text for corpus linguistics. Newspaper corpora,
which consist of articles from various outlets and time periods, are essential for studying contemporary
language use, media discourse, and the representation of socio-political events. The creation of newspaper
corpora involves careful selection of articles across genres, time periods, and outlets, ensuring a representative
sample that captures the linguistic diversity and trends in media. This article explores the methods involved
in building newspaper corpora, the challenges encountered, and the contributions of key researchers in the
field, such as Tony McEnery and Paul Baker.
Newspaper corpora are widely used in both linguistic and social science research due to their scope and
relevance. Newspapers cover a wide range of topics, from politics to entertainment, and are produced in large
volumes, making them ideal for studying language use in a public, formal context. Additionally, newspaper
texts are useful for:
. As newspapers are produced daily, they capture language over time, providing rich data for
diachronic linguistic studies.
. Researchers use newspaper corpora to study how language frames socio-political issues and
reflects media bias.
. These corpora allow for the analysis of formal, institutional language, with a focus on syntax,
lexical choice, and genre-specific conventions.
The British National Corpus (BNC) includes a significant portion of newspaper articles, making it one of the
most comprehensive resources for studying British journalistic language and its evolution over time (Leech,
1992). This has allowed researchers to examine language change and media discourse, setting a standard for
newspaper corpus construction.
Building a newspaper corpus involves several key steps, including selecting relevant publications, ensuring
genre diversity, and balancing temporal coverage. These steps are essential to ensure that the corpus is
representative and useful for analysis.
a) Selecting Publications and Articles
The first step in creating a newspaper corpus is selecting a diverse range of newspapers that cover various
regions, ideologies, and topics. Researchers often focus on national newspapers, but it is also essential to
include local and regional publications for a more balanced view of language use.
b) Sampling Strategies
Sampling strategies are crucial in ensuring that the corpus is representative. One common approach is
stratified sampling, where articles are selected from different sections of the newspaper, such as news reports,
editorials, features, and sports. This ensures that the corpus covers a range of subgenres within the newspaper.
Paul Baker’s work on the Lancaster Newsbooks Corpus highlights the importance of genre sampling in
newspaper corpora (Baker, 2006). In this corpus, which includes 17th-century British news publications,
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Baker emphasized selecting articles from different sections to study varying journalistic styles and the
evolution of English during that period.

¢) Ensuring Temporal and Geographic Balance

When creating a diachronic newspaper corpus, researchers must include articles from different time periods
to track linguistic change over time. Similarly, geographic diversity ensures that the corpus captures regional
language variation.

Tony McEnery’s Lancaster Corpus of Mandarin Chinese includes extensive newspaper data to study regional
language variation and temporal linguistic trends in modern Mandarin Chinese (McEnery & Xiao, 2004). This
work demonstrates how geographic and temporal balancing can enhance the corpus’s representativeness.
Although newspaper corpora offer rich data, their creation involves several challenges, including handling
large volumes of text, genre variation, and legal considerations.

Newspapers produce massive amounts of text daily, making it difficult to manage and process large datasets.
Researchers must develop efficient methods for selecting relevant articles and reducing the dataset to a
manageable size without losing representativeness. Ramesh Krishnamurthy’s work on the Bank of English
Corpus, which includes newspaper data, addressed this issue by employing sampling strategies that reduced
the dataset’s size while ensuring that it remained representative of contemporary British English
(Krishnamurthy, 2001).

Newspapers contain a variety of subgenres, each with distinct linguistic features. News reports tend to use
formal, fact-based language, while opinion pieces and editorials may employ persuasive, emotive language.
Researchers must ensure that all subgenres are appropriately represented. Michael Stubbs’ research on media
discourse analysis emphasizes the importance of genre distinction in newspaper corpora (Stubbs, 1996). His
work highlights how different subgenres within newspapers, such as news reports versus features, reflect
varied uses of language and rhetorical strategies, demonstrating the need to distinguish these subgenres during
corpus creation.

Newspaper texts are often protected by copyright, which limits their accessibility for corpus construction.
Researchers must navigate copyright laws and, in some cases, seek permissions from publishers to include
articles in their corpora. The News on the Web Corpus (Davies, 2013) overcomes many legal challenges by
focusing on freely available news articles from the web. Mark Davies, who developed the corpus, emphasized
the importance of adhering to copyright laws while building large newspaper datasets.

Several scholars have made significant contributions to the development of newspaper corpora, advancing the
methodologies and tools available for corpus creation.

Tony McEnery — Lancaster Corpus of Mandarin Chinese

Tony McEnery’s work on the Lancaster Corpus of Mandarin Chinese set a benchmark for building newspaper
corpora in non-English languages. His focus on balancing geographic and temporal representation allowed for
a detailed analysis of regional and diachronic linguistic variation in Chinese newspaper texts (McEnery &
Xiao, 2004).

Paul Baker — Lancaster Newsbooks Corpus

Paul Baker is known for his work on the Lancaster Newsbooks Corpus, which includes newspaper data from
17th-century Britain. His research demonstrated how corpora could be used to study historical media
discourse, linguistic evolution, and journalistic styles over time (Baker, 2006).

Ramesh Krishnamurthy — Bank of English Corpus

Ramesh Krishnamurthy’s work on the Bank of English Corpus included a significant portion of newspaper
articles, making it one of the most comprehensive corpora for analyzing contemporary British English. His
research focused on developing sampling strategies that maintained the corpus’s representativeness while
dealing with large volumes of data (Krishnamurthy, 2001).

Mark Davies — News on the Web Corpus

Mark Davies created the News on the Web Corpus, one of the largest online newspaper corpora, with over 10
billion words from freely available web news articles. His work emphasizes the importance of legal
considerations in corpus construction and has become a key resource for studying contemporary media
language (Davies, 2013).

Newspaper corpora are used in a variety of linguistic and social science research areas: Diachronic newspaper
corpora are instrumental in studying how language evolves over time, providing insights into shifts in
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vocabulary, syntax, and semantics (Baker, 2006). Researchers use newspaper corpora to analyze how socio-
political issues are framed in the media, identifying patterns of bias or framing in coverage (Stubbs, 1996).
Corpus linguists study the stylistic features of journalistic language, including sentence complexity, lexical
choices, and formal structures used in different newspaper sections (McEnery & Xiao, 2004).

The creation of newspaper corpora is a complex but invaluable process for understanding contemporary
language use, media discourse, and linguistic change. Key contributions from researchers such as Tony
McEnery, Paul Baker, Ramesh Krishnamurthy, and Mark Davies have shaped the methodologies for
constructing these corpora, ensuring that they are representative, balanced, and legally sound. Newspaper
corpora continue to be essential resources in both linguistic research and media studies, providing insights
into journalistic language and socio-political framing. As computational tools evolve, the creation and analysis
of newspaper corpora will become even more integral to the study of language in public discourse.
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