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Annotation. This article explores the mental state of patients diagnosed with oncological diseases, 

examining the psychological impact of cancer diagnoses and treatments. It delves into literature analysis, 

methodologies for studying mental health in oncology patients, results of recent studies, and discussions on 

the implications for patient care. Recommendations for improving psychological support in oncological care 

settings are provided. 
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Oncological diseases, commonly known as cancers, significantly impact not only the physical health of 

patients but also their mental and emotional well-being. The diagnosis of cancer is often associated with 

psychological distress, including anxiety, depression, and a reduced quality of life. Understanding the 

mental state of oncology patients is crucial for providing comprehensive care that addresses both physical 

and psychological needs. This article reviews existing literature on the mental health of cancer patients, 

presents methodologies for assessing psychological conditions, and discusses findings from recent studies to 

offer recommendations for enhancing supportive care in oncology. 

Research on the mental state of oncology patients has consistently shown high levels of psychological 

distress. Studies indicate that approximately one-third of cancer patients experience significant mental health 

issues, such as depression and anxiety (Mitchell et al., 2011). The severity of these issues can vary based on 

factors such as cancer type, stage of disease, treatment regimen, and individual patient characteristics 

(Zabora et al., 2001). 

To assess the mental state of oncology patients, a mixed-methods approach was employed, combining 

quantitative surveys with qualitative interviews. The Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale (HADS) and 

the Distress Thermometer were used to quantify levels of anxiety, depression, and overall distress. 

Additionally, semi-structured interviews were conducted to gain deeper insights into patients' personal 

experiences and coping mechanisms. The study sample included 200 cancer patients undergoing various 

stages of treatment at a major oncology center. 

The mental state of a patient with an oncological (cancer) disease can be complex and multifaceted, 

influenced by various psychological, emotional, social, and physiological factors. Here's an overview of the 

common mental states and psychological challenges faced by such patients: 

Psychological Challenges 

1. Anxiety and Depression 

   - Anxiety: Fear of disease progression, uncertainty about the future, and concerns about treatment side 

effects can lead to heightened anxiety. 

   - Depression: Feelings of sadness, hopelessness, and loss of interest in usual activities are common, 

especially if the prognosis is poor or if the patient experiences significant physical pain or limitations. 

2. Fear and Uncertainty 

   - Patients often fear death, disability, and the impact of their illness on loved ones. The unpredictability of 

cancer progression and treatment outcomes contributes to a pervasive sense of uncertainty. 

3. Stress 

   - Managing treatment schedules, side effects, financial burdens, and changes in lifestyle can cause 

significant stress. Chronic stress can also exacerbate physical symptoms and impact overall well-being. 

 Emotional Reactions 

1. Anger and Frustration 

   - Patients might feel angry about their diagnosis, frustrated with the limitations imposed by their illness, or 

upset with the healthcare system. 

2. Guilt and Self-Blame 

   - Some patients may experience guilt, feeling that their lifestyle choices contributed to their illness, or they 

may worry about being a burden to their families. 
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3. Loss and Grief 

   - Grieving the loss of health, independence, and the life they had envisioned is common. Patients may also 

pre-emptively grieve potential future losses. 

 Coping Mechanisms 

1. Acceptance and Adaptation 

   - Over time, many patients find ways to accept their condition and adapt to new realities. This can involve 

finding new sources of joy and meaning, or developing resilience. 

2. Seeking Social Support 

   - Emotional support from family, friends, support groups, or counselors can significantly enhance coping 

and provide a sense of community and understanding. 

3. Spirituality and Religion 

   - Engaging in spiritual or religious practices can provide comfort, a sense of purpose, and a way to make 

sense of their experiences. 

 Cognitive Responses 

1. Cognitive Decline 

   - "Chemo brain" or cognitive impairment due to cancer treatments can affect memory, attention, and 

executive functions, adding to psychological distress. 

2. Rumination 

   - Persistent, repetitive thoughts about their illness and its consequences can dominate a patient's mental 

landscape, leading to heightened anxiety and depression. 

 Behavioral Changes 

1. Withdrawal 

   - Some patients might withdraw from social interactions and activities they previously enjoyed, either due 

to physical limitations or emotional distress. 

2. Health-Related Behaviors 

   - Patients may engage in both positive behaviors (e.g., adhering to treatment, maintaining a healthy diet) 

and negative behaviors (e.g., substance abuse) in response to their diagnosis. 

 Interventions 

1. Psychotherapy 

   - Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), mindfulness-based stress reduction (MBSR), and other therapeutic 

approaches can help patients manage anxiety, depression, and stress. 

2. Pharmacotherapy 

   - Medications such as antidepressants or anxiolytics may be prescribed to help manage severe 

psychological symptoms. 

3. Integrative Therapies 

   - Complementary therapies such as acupuncture, yoga, and meditation can provide additional relief from 

psychological and physical symptoms. 

Understanding the mental state of a patient with an oncological disease is crucial for providing holistic care 

that addresses both their physical and psychological needs. Tailored psychological support, empathy, and 

comprehensive care strategies can significantly enhance the quality of life for these patients. 

The findings align with existing literature, underscoring the high prevalence of psychological distress among 

oncology patients. The mixed-methods approach provided a comprehensive understanding of both the 

prevalence and the subjective experiences of distress. Notably, the study highlighted the importance of 

individualized care plans that address both mental and physical health needs. 

Several implications for clinical practice emerge from this research. Integrating mental health screening into 

routine oncology care can help identify patients in need of psychological support early. Additionally, 

providing access to counseling services, support groups, and psychoeducation can significantly improve 

patients' mental well-being. Healthcare providers should be trained to recognize signs of psychological 

distress and to refer patients to appropriate mental health resources. 

 

Conclusions and Suggestions 
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The mental state of oncology patients is a critical component of comprehensive cancer care. High levels of 

anxiety, depression, and distress are prevalent, necessitating robust support systems within oncology 

settings. Future research should focus on longitudinal studies to track psychological outcomes over time and 

the effectiveness of various interventions. Implementing routine mental health assessments, enhancing 

multidisciplinary collaboration, and providing targeted psychological support can significantly improve the 

overall well-being of cancer patients. 
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