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Abstract. Concerning the problem of integration, globalization and development in modern
science, the author shows how these changes reflect the sphere of education. In accordance with
relevant tendencies the author researches theory and practice of education, showing the
importance of linguistic education due to the development of international communication. The
author considers linguistic and communicative competences as essential components for
education and personal development. The subject of an article is modern theory and methods of
foreign language teaching. The author touches upon technology advances and focuses on the
emergence of innovative approaches and modern methods for teaching foreign languages, among
them: method of virtual reality, the use of cyberspace, multimedia, educational games and flesh-
games in teaching. Therefore, the author elaborates efficient solutions to the problem of modern
teaching foreign languages in the context of global development. The author represents innovative
strategies and the most efficient teaching methods; shows how ICT (Information and
Communications Technology) can improve quality and efficiency of training, giving examples
which illustrate how these strategies can easily be integrated into teaching practice as an
sufficiently efficient tool in achieving different goals of education.
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Introduction It’s a fair assumption that “tomorrow’s” teaching should be seen on a larger scale
due to the globalization and integration in our rapidly changing world. Education is not a stable
unit. It is always being developed under the influence of changes in economical, political, cultural
and social spheres. Thus, this ongoing process leads to international communication which makes
foreign language acquisition an essential component for education of each person. However, for
the successful development of this process, the quality of education should be taken into account,
otherwise it would blight. Indeed, modern world is multifarious. Each person is integrated into
society since childhood, adopting life experience, the language of ancestors, cultural and behavior
patterns, enriches the preceding experience by his own. Nowadays, education is one of the most
important factors in determining both a person’s social role as well as economic and political
prospects.

Hence, the global aim in foreign language teaching is to form “secondary linguistic
personality”. I. Khaleeva, the Russian linguist, Doctor of Pedagogics, has been advocating this aim
and considers the linguistic competence as basic category in modern language education. In her
opinion, “...the linguistic competence is obvious when the personality obtains traits of the
linguistic competence through the “spirit” of foreign language and the “flesh” of foreign culture...”
[4] These factors will contribute to international communication. In the light of contemporary
tendencies, the standards of education impose high demands on teaching and the content of the
training. The major aim in modern teaching English language is a practical aim, which a teacher
can achieve using different strategies, methods and means of teaching.

Practical aim is oriented on a language acquirement within the framework of
communication. A basis of a communicative competence develops on a primary level. Such aims
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as: educational and developmental are realized, as well. All aims are closely linked with each other
and contribute not only to forming of the skills of communication, but also to an intellectual
development. It broads horizons, trains in an emotional sphere, develops esthetic and etiquette
qualities, gives knowledge of native and foreign cultures. The teaching English language includes
several stages, where a completion of each stage produces the beginning of another one.
Consequently, the primary level of teaching English language is the most difficult on account of
psychophysical peculiarities of pupils at the age from 6 to11 at a primary school.

Moreover, this level is the most important, because successful outcomes of learning
language depend on teaching.

Therefore, the following aims are realized on the primary level:

— To form the ability to use phonetics skills;

— To form the ability to use lexical means of communication;

— To form the ability to use grammatical means of communication;

— To form the ability to use linguistic and vocal skills (reading, writing, speaking);

— To form positive motivation and interest of the pupils in studying, which is one of the
major aims for a teacher;

— To use such strategies in teaching which will stimulate pupils: visual material application,
learning games and exercises, including tasks on an active board, role games, musical component,
creative activities ;

— To set up a comfort learning environment which will promote communication between
pupils and will establish a feedback; non-verbal means of communication are often used here;

— To take into account personally-oriented approach in teaching.

Near at hand, the requirements from the rapidly changing world effect the content of
training, that is why teaching should contain such methods and means that will contribute to
achieving these goals. Furthermore, age and psychological specificities should be taken properly
and sensitively into account, as these are significant factors to successful teaching. Educational
games — as an efficient strategy in foreign language teaching methods at the primary level. Foreign
languages play an important role in modern life. Education today is the “...vehicle for individual
and social advancement” [9].

Foreign language acquisition is essential for one’s education. The cornerstone of linguistic
education is personal development, which transforms under the influence of the basic categories of
pedagogy: theory and practice of education. Numerous scientists and professors have being
researching pedagogy for many years, being on the search for new approaches and elaborating new
teaching strategies. Thus, teaching using gaming techniques considers to be one of the increasingly
popular strategies and is one of the most effective method for teaching foreign languages for the
beginners. Gerry Steinberg, for instance, had been advocating the same type of strategy for years.
He supposed that “teaching games — the efficient method for attaining educational goals”. [3]
Indeed, educational games have different functions in teaching strategy. They “educate, entertain,
socialize...” [5] and involve pupils into real communication. Psychologists state that pupils at the
age from 6 toi1 at a primary level have a spatial visualization ability because of their
psychophysical and age peculiarities. By that reason, experts in the sphere of pedagogy N.
Galskova and N. Gez pay much attention to teaching methods which stimulate pupils, increase
motivation and maintain a high level of interest. In their researches they show the importance of
visual material applications in foreign language teaching.

They suppose that “visual material applications and games are the essential part of the
learning process...” [7]. A great deal of attention has been given to role-games in foreign language
teaching methods. Such approach was widely regarded by professor G. Frolova, who considered
that “...role-games help to overcome communicative barriers in the process of learning” [8] This
method focuses on communication and interaction. In fact, “...interaction is both the means and
the aim of language learning.” [10] Such approach provides teambuilding and icebreaker activities
and helps to overcome the problem of heterogeneity in study groups. Furthermore, in this teaching
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strategy not only the level of foreign language acquisition and linguistic skills of pupils are taken
into account, but also their individual peculiarities (shyness, reticence, etc.)

The variety of roles help to lower psychological barriers, because “...in a role-play he or she
has to pretend to be someone else.” [1] Therefore, role games — is an efficient teaching strategy. An
overview of innovative approaches and information technologies in modern methods for foreign
language teaching. Nowadays, there is no sphere in modern world, where people could do without
information and communications technologies. ICT seem to be essential in ‘today’s’ life
everywhere.

The sphere of education is no exception. Innovative technologies broad horizons in the
pedagogic sphere and takes education to a whole new level. It gives an opportunity to make
teaching more effective and combine classical method and innovational method in teaching.
Experts in the sphere of information technologies Rena Polloff and Keith Pratt considered that
lessons from the cyberspace classroom promotes “...the development of the learning community”
[6] Innovative approach in foreign language teaching methods using information technologies is
relevant and very popular. It is an integral part of teaching foreign language methods and can be
used at different stages of the lesson. It helps to manage children’s learning from different ways
from the present and can easily be integrated into teaching at any grade level. There are many
benefits of using this learning strategy.

Multimedia environment in the language classroom sets the climate which contributes to
increasing pupil’s learning, maintain interest and motivation. Innovative means and ICT give an
opportunity to manage learning process in an efficient way. Interactive whiteboard systems and
teaching software create an interesting, engaging and interactive learning experience in the
classroom. It provides teachers and students with a wide range of tools which contribute to better
outcomes. The expert in the sphere of teaching methods S. Levy considers: “The process of
learning is not just a matter of acquiring a set of rules that a student should remember. It’s not just
information that he should take in. To be developed and modern, to be able to cope with life, a
student must develop his or her creative instincts” [9].

Therefore, among modern approaches, the method of virtual reality and cyberspace are
rather popular. “Technology is important to us. It helps us to work more efficiently and also helps
to give you the best solutions.” [2] Training within the framework of cyberspace provides students
with a large information store. This process influences cognitive sphere, forms critical thinking
and teaches high-order thinking skills that can be used in their learning practice. Electronic
educational technology allows to present training material in an unusual way: it looks bright and
exciting. Multimedia applications, 3D computer graphics for image presentation and audio
technologies help to present authentic material in foreign language teaching.

Using this approach, all the students can be involved in authentic learning environment and
real communication. Innovative approach using ICT is especially efficient in teaching foreign
languages at the primary level. Pupils find their activity interesting and rewarding when they do
different tasks that are presented in an interactive way. They are eager to cope with educational
activities and look forward for new tasks. Interactive educational games and flesh-games are
intended not only for maintaining interest on learning, but also aimed at fostering linguistic and
vocal skills. Furthermore, it reflects emotional, physical spheres and develops fine motor skills.

Conclusion. Innovative approaches in teaching English language on the primary level in
accordance with contemporary tendencies and development in the sphere of ICT -obviously an
efficient strategy. Application of innovative technologies, the method of virtual reality and the use
of cyberspace contribute to the realization of educational aims. It develops linguistic and vocal
skills, sets up a comfort learning environment, that promotes communication between pupils and
establishes a feedback, making learning process interesting and effective. The use of multimedia
applications, 3D graphics, interactive entertainment and educational software, audio technologies,
learning games and exercises, including tasks on an interactive board, using various approaches
and motive activities (for instance in rimes), role games, musical component, creative activities -
lead to effectiveness and achievement of good results in foreign language teaching.
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